By Rlchl.‘ll'd T. Edison liiustrated hv Mariano Santillan
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Derek’s brush with death thrust him into an unseen cosmic struggle.




DOES 60D
EXIST? DOES
HE CARE?

IT WAS ANOTHER BEAUTIFUL
NIGHT IN BERMUDA, BUT i
DEREK HARDLY NOTICED.
HIS MIND WAS FILLED WITH
TOO MANY QUESTIONS.

R

AT 15E, DEREK FELT DEREK

MORE LIKE HE WAS STOPPED 3l ... PEDALED INTO THE
50. HE WAS TIRED OF M|AT THE STREET — AND HIS LIFE
QUESTIONS WITHOUT [l |INTERSECTION, CHANGED FOREVER!
ANSWERS. LOOKED .

BOTH WAYS,

AND THEN,

L .I
AT LEAST '
I HAD A GOOD

TIME PLAYING
BASKETBALL.

TO HAVE FUN.




DEREK AWOKE TO BEDLAM. BRIGHT LIGHTS
_o# BLINDED HIM, DOCTORS SHOUTED ORDERS,
¥ NURSES POKED HIM WITH NEEDLES, AND
2 HiS LEG FELT LIKE IT WAS ON FIRE.

- -

=y

WE NEED AN
X-RAY HERE!

JUST THEN DEREK HEARD A DOCTOR

4| SHOUT, "GET HIM TO THE OPERATING
ROOM STAT! WE HAVE TO TAKE HIS

LEG IF WE'RE GOING TO SAVE HiS LIFE" J

4
HE

HURRY!
'S SLIPPING
FAST!

) 4

AS THE NURSES RUSHED HM
TO THE OPERATING ROOM, ONE
THOUGHT BURNED IN DEREK'S
MIND. OH, LORE WHY MEP THEN
EVERYTHING WENT BLACK.



DEREK COULON'T KNOW THAT THE ANSWER TO HIS
QUESTION WAS PLAYING OUT THAT VERY MOMENT | | SORMANOING THE FORCES OF

IN AN UNSEEN DIMENSION. BT 1#11S KID IS A WASTE *}, THE EFFICENCY OF A GENERAL
KEEP FOCUSED, DOCTORE, ﬂF YOUR TIME, DUC* HE ISSUED VILE ORDERS TO

H{E HDVERING MTNJONE

YEAH, HE'S
‘ an

I.
I
N
\1
TRY
TO GET >
CLOSERL® DISTRACT
Pl THAT NURSE!
NEAR THE HEAD OF DEREK'S BED, || DEREK, DRIFTING IN AND OUT | |FOR A MOMENT
THE COMMANDER OF THE FORCES || OF CONSCIOUSNESS, FELT DEREK ALMOST
OF LIGHT LOCKED DOWN WITH DESPAIR WELLING UP INSIDE GAVE IN. THE PAIN
TENDERNESS AND LOVE ON HIM. UNABLE TO GET CLOSE WAS TOO GREAT.
DEREK'S UNCONSCIOUS FORM. || TO DEREK, THE EVIL ANGELS || THEN SUDDENLY,

| INSTEAD SHOUTED WICKED UNBIDDEN, A

St SUGGESﬂGHE TOWARD HIM. %%Ep%mﬁm
[ E ITSNOT o e V| | WEAKLY FROM
0 : DEREK'S LIPS ...
a—
a4
! . o
2 / f
) # ./
&7 imata. # f
MRS STAND
\ STRONG! 4
; 1
anc b
I 3 1I...
' e . | @ L
L g ’
P % é
7 5
CONFIDENTLY =
THE COMMANDER, | S
<| JESUS, ISSUED -
. < | QUIET ORDERS EVENTUALLY THEIR SCREAMS | ¢ "OUR FATHER,
>y TO HIS ANGELS. PENETRATED EVEN DEREK'S f WHICH ART |
<A e SEMICONSCIOUS MIND. IN HEAVEN ...
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INSTANTLY JESUS WAS AT DEREK'S SIE.

\ f {ﬁu

e e f.,‘l. oy

DEREK FELT

FORNARD. HOPE SURGE

AND GENTLY THROUGH

WHISPERED EEEA&NE LfND
i

IN DEREK'S fa :

EAR ...

hm

Y oK
[ HE'S OUT.
LET’S GET
\ TO WORK,

BLOOD N
PRESSLRE IS
STABILIZING. J

AT TIMES, DESPAIR NEARLY OVERWHELMED DEREK.
=le) ML.IC_H ABOUT HIS LIFE HAD CHANGED.

THE SURGERY WAS
SUCCESSFUL BUT THE
NEXT FEW MONTHS WERE

| T'LL NO GIRL
DIFFICULT FOR DEREK. NEVER PLAY IS GOING TO
' ' BASKETBALL g WANT SOMEONE

AGAIN. LIKE ME.

AT OTHER TIMES,
ANGER BOILED
UP INSIDE OF HIM.

I'M
GOING TO
KILL THAT
DRIVERE WHO
HIT ME!

: Now THIS
WON'T HLRT
A BIT.

PHANTCOM PAIN, GRUMPY NURSES,
AND LONG REHAB SESSIONS
WORE DOWN HIS SPIRITS.
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EVENTUALLY DEREK WAS RELEASED FROM THE HOSPITAL
AND LEARNED TO WALK ON AN ARTIFICIAL LEG.

DEREK OFTEN THOUGHT OF
THE MOMENTS JUST BEFORE
SURGERY. HE REMEMBERED
HIS AGONY AND DESPAIR.
BUT HE ALSO RECALLED
THAT A GENTLE VOICE HAD
CALMED ALL HIS FEARS ...

IF ONLY I

COULD HEAR
THAT VOICE
> AGAIN!

~ I HAVE
L SO MANY
QUESTIONS.

SEVERAL MONTHS LATER
DEREK WAS HOBBLING HOME
FROM SCHOOL WHEN HE
NOTICED A HUGE TENT IN AN

OPEN :- |

DEREK WAS SHOCKED WHEN THE
SPEAKER BEGAN HIS PRESENTATION.

DO YOU WONDER ¥
WHY THERE IS SO
MLUCH PAIN IN :
THE WORLD? THE BIBLE
: HAS THE
ANSWERS!

i |IT WAS AS THOUGH HE'D
READ DEREK's MIND!

AS DEREK LISTENED, THE /L
TENT SEEMED TO FADE @ STORY a&e@
INTO THE BACKGROUND ...| ( LONG. LONG AGO .

WHAT IS
THIS ALL

ABOUT?
AS THE
PRESENTER
WENT ON,
DEREK'S
IMAGINATION
KICKED INTO
HIGH GEAR.

CURIOUS, HE WENT IN.
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THE SCENE WAS
HEAVEN, A PLACE
OF INDESCRIBABLE
BEAUTY AND PEACE.

|BUT ALL WAS NOT AS IT SEEMED. |
WHO DOES JESUS THINK HE
IS, BOSSING US AROLUND?

THINGS
WOLLD BE
BETTER IF

HMMM.
YOU MAY HAVE A
POINT, LUCIFER

A NOTE OF DISCORD SUDDENLY
SHATTERED THE PEACEFUL SCENE.

DEREK LISTENED IN ASTONISHMENT
AS THE SPEAKER EXPLAINED WHAT
HAD HAPPENED NEXT. LUCIFER,

A LEADING
ANGELIC BEING,
WAS JEALOUS
=\ OF JESLS.

/7 WHY DOES

| GOD FAVOR HIM?
LUCIFER HAD

THOUGHT. WHY

I WILL =
DRIVE GOD
FROM HIS

LUCIFER, WHOSE NAVE MEANT
"LIGHT BEARER,' CHOSE TO BECOME
SATAN, "THE ADVERSARY OF GOD!

Page 7

THE SPEAKER DESCRIBED

A WAR THAT HAD
ULTED FROM

SATAH S REBELLION.




FINALLY JESUS
AND HIS LOYAL
ANGELS PREVAILED.

THE EFEAKER ANSWERED
DEREK'S UNSPOKEN QUESTION
BY EXPLAINING THAT SOME
CITIZENS OF THE UNIVERSE
WEREN'T SURE THAT GOD HAD
BEEN FAIR IN EXPELLING SATAN.

GOD HAD PLANTED THIS
GARDEN ESPECIALLY FOR
ADAM AND EVE, THE VERY
FIRST HUMAN BEINGS.

60D WOLULD
ALLOW SATAN
TO REVEAL HIS
TRUE CHARACTER
FOR EVERYONE
TO SEE.

THE STORY
CONTINUES
ON PLANET *
EARTH .. 4

SATAN AND |

HIS ANGELS
WERE DRIVEN
FROM HEAVEN

THE SPEAKER
DESCRIBED A
PLACE CALLED

I WONDER

ALe a0l N THE GARDEN
DIDN'T JUST

DESTROY OF SEEN
THE REBEL

THEIR CREATOR
LOVED TO WALK
WITH THEM THERE
IN THE EVENING.

r 4

EVERYTHING WAS
| PERFECT UNTIL ...

DEREK IMAGINED THAT
HE WAS STANDING BY A
CRYSTAL-CLEAR STREAM.




WHEN ADAM

ONE DAY EVE GOT TOO CLOSE TO THE

IN REALITY, GOD WAS

ONE PLACE GOD HAD TOLD HER THAT TESTING THE FIRST APPROACHED,
SHE MUST NEVER GO: THE TREE OF HOMAN BEINGS. SHE URGED HIM
THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD ﬁ-_NP EVIL. — { | TO TASTE THE

DELECTABLE FRUIT.

b
SUDDENLY SHE HEARD A MELODIOUS !
VOICE COMING FROM A BEAUTIFUL
WINGED CREATURE. IT F
‘Hﬂ\’E ERTEN IN D[EGUlEE

[ HAVE SOME
FRUIT, EVE.
IT's

DELICIOUS.

y' GOD SAID WE Y
COULD EAT FRUIT
FROM EVERY
OTHER TREE, BUT
THAT WE'D DIE IF
WE ATE FROM
THIS DNE.

4 |WOULD THEY CHOOSE
| |TO TRUST AND OBEY
THEIR CREATOR OUT

GOD KNOWS THAT wﬁ, FRUIT WILL N |oF LOVEP FAILING
THE TEST, EVE TOOK

MAKE YOU AS SMART AS HE IS! THEN
YOU'D SEE HOW UNFAIR HE REALLY IS!| |A BITE ...

NOW ADAM, TOO,
HAD FAILED THE
TEST. SUDDENLY
THE COUPLE'S
EYES WERE
OPENED, AND
FOR THE VERY
FIRST TIME ...

THEY WERE AFRAD! |

THE DOORWAY TO SIN HAD BEEN OPENED.

EVER SINCE THAT DAY IN THE GARDEN, EARTH
AND TS INHABITANTS HAVE BEEN DEALING WITH
THE CONSEQUENCES OF ADAM AND EVE'S CHOICE.
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[THE SPEAKER EXPLAINED HOW GOD IS ACTUALLY THREE DISTINCT BEINGS:
GOD THE FATHER, JESUS THE SON, ANIS‘ THE HOLY SPIRIT.

THEY EACH
HAVE SEPARATE
ROLES, BUT
ONE THING LIES
BEHIND THEIR
ACTIONS: LOVE.

BUT 60D
HAD A PLAN
FOR DEALING
WITH SIN!

WE CALL
THEM THE
TRINITY.*

*lsajah §8:12-16

LONG BEFORE THE EARTH WAS CREATED, THE TRINITY HAD DECIDED WHAT TO DO IF
HUMANS MADE THE DEVASTATING CHOICE THAT ADAM AND EVE HAD JUST MADE.

THE GREAT LAW

OF THE UNIVERSE

HAD BEEN BROKEN,

AND ONLY ONE WHO

WAS EQUAL WITH THAT

LAW COULD TAKE THE
LAWBREAKERS' PLACE.

JESUS WAS THE ANSWER/

HE WOULD DISPROVE SATAN'S
TWISTED CLAIMS AND THERERY
SET HUMANITY FREE! THE RESCUE
PLAN WAS PUT INTO ACTION.

ABRAHAM, THE "FRIEND
OF GOD," WAS YET
ANOTHER TRUSTED
MESSENGER OF THE

ENOCH, WHO THERE WAS NOAH,
MRS | WwHOM GOD USED TO
TO GO0 ... SAVE HUMANKINDG AND
AND WAS THE ANIMALS FROM A
=2 \-ieZeB-V8 | GLOBAL FLOOD. GOOD NEWS THAT A
BEING TAKEN — T GRAND RESCUE WAS
TO HEAVEN S . UNDER WAY.
WITHOUT — ' -

DYING!

ABRAHAM WAS . THE NATIDN OF
ALSO THE ISRAEL, SPECIALLY
Bl raTHER OF ... || [ CHOSEN BY GoD TO
- SHARE HEAVEN'S
RESCUE PLAN WITH
THE WORLD.




ENSLAVED BY THE EGYPTIANS | | MOSES WAS AN ISRAELITE WHO'D
AND FORCED INTO HARD BEEN RAISED AS AN EGYPTIAN PRINCE.
LABOR, ISRAEL APPEARED TO | |LATER HE ESCAPED TO THE DESERT,
BE ABANDONED BY GOD ... | |HAVING KILLED AN EGYPTIAN WHO'D
BEEN FIGHTING WITH AN ISRAELITE.

i — S TE N A o et I

= MANY YEARS LATER GOD MIRACULOUSLY SPOKE TO
BUT THEY HAD NOT \_| MOSES FROM WITHIN A BURNING BUSH, CALLING
BEEN FORGOTTEN! || HIM TO RESCUE HIS PEOPLE, THE NATION OF ISRAEL. |

GOD BROUGHT PLAGUES UPON EGYPT, AND THROUGH A SERIES
OF MIRACLES ISRAEL WAS DELIVERED FROM EGYPTIAN BONDAGE.

MOSES LED HIS PEOPLE TOWARD A SPECIAL PLACE IN T WAS CALLED
THE MIDOLE EAST WHERE GOD INTENDED THEM TO LIVE. "HE PROMISED LAND.

. __". -
oo
; -

D [
¥ TO THE ISRAELITE PEOPLE EEEes
55| FROM WITHIN A CLoup!

e

¥ AWESTRUCK, ALL THE PEOPLE BOWED AND
gl WORSHIPPED THEIR CREATOR AND DELIVERER.
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GOD CALLED MOSES UP THE MOUNTAIN
AND GAVE HM TWO STONE TABLETS. L. | [ A

THE VERY RULES OF LOVE
THAT GOD USES TO ED\IE’RH
THE UNIVEREE g" 1.7

r’*}r"'/;]' :
26 0,0

THANK YOU,
LORD.

' HE WAS SHARING THEM
|l WitH THE FALLEN WORLD.

GOD'S PLAN
WAS FOR
ISRAEL TO BE
AN EXAMPLE TO
OTHER NATIONS,
SO THEY TOO
WOULD WANT
TO BE PART OF
HIS KINGDOM.

LOOK WHAT
GOD IS DOING
FOR ISRAEL!

IF ISRAEL HAD BEEN
FAITHFUL TO FOLLOW
THESE RULES, THEY
WOULD HAVE BEEN
CONTINUALLY BLESSED |
WITH HEALTH, WEALTH,
AND HAPPINEEE.

UNFORTUNATELY 1SRﬁEL
FREQUENTLY CHOSE
A DIFFERENT PATH ...

.. AND COMMITTING ADULTERY,




OVER AND OVER GOD 'HE EVEN LET

ALLOWED FAMINE AND OTHER NATIONS
DROUGHT TO OCCUR AS INVADE ISRAEL,
A WAY TO PERSUADE | DESTROY THEIR

THE |SRAELITE PEOPLE

CITIES, AND CARRY
| TO CHANGE THEIR WAYS. |

THEIR PEOPLE INTO
\CAPTIVITY — AGAIN.

STARTED
HONCRING
GOD AND
HIS LAW.

UNFORTUNATELY, THE PEOPLE STARTED THINKING THAT THEIR
LAWKEEPING AND SACRIFICES WERE THE "FIX" FOR THE BROKEN
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH. THEY'D FORGOTTEN
THAT THE REAL PENALTY, THE "WAGES" OF SIN, IS DEATH.

L A —

| |LAW AND SACRIFICE HAD
%8 | THEIR PLACE, BUT THEY
WERE NEVER INTENDED
TO BE THE ULTIMATE

P SOLUTION TO THE
:J_ PROBLEM.

BUT THERE WAS
STILL HoPE!

THE ONLY ONE WHO COULD PAY THE PRICE WAS
ABOUT TO ARRIVE IN AN UNEXPECTED WAY ...

Page 13




\

L Wb,
ONE NIGHT, JESUS
CAME TO EARTH
8 AND WAE BORN

13 " ~=_¢ ¢\|
e v\ %; EVEN AS A CHILD JESUS
= DR | ’i SHOWED GOD's LOVE TO THE
IN A MANGER, A & WORLD BY THE WAY HE LIVED.
FEEDING TRDUGH F-‘" YOU LOOK
\g| FOR 5 THIRSTY.
e T - ‘- ' - |
. ,_,,i
\\{. |
[ A

ANIMAL
-~
.sj‘.’dnr

~agE: |
Hllﬁﬂﬂ ,' | I

# ___....._'L
-

¥ I¥ THIS SHOWED TO THE UNIVERSE HIS
by R | COMPLETE SURRENDER TO GOD'S LEADING.

M ~

I 7 [GoD WAS VERY PLEASED
A= = WITH WHAT JESUS DID.

S NOW SATAN WAS DEEPEEATEF HE KNEW
"l \WHY JESUS WAS HERE. HE MUST CAUSE
i JESUS TO BREAK GOD'S LAW AND
PRV Weg 52COME JUST ANOTHER SINNER,
5=

i N UNWORTHY TO PAY SIN'S PENALTY!




ONCE, WHEN JESUS WAS ALONE IN THE DESERT BUT -JEEUE DIP NOT WAVER. r
PRAYING FOR SPIRITUAL POWER, SATAN TRIED B :
TO TRICK JESUS INTO DOING WNG

WORSHIP !
ME, AND T WILL

GIVE YOU ALl
OF THIS!

o HE SET US AN EXAMPLE BY
IF SATAN HAD SUCCEEDED, | [ CONQUERING SATAN THE SAME

HE WOLLD HAVE THWARTED | | WAY EVERY HUMAN BEING
GOD'S RESCUE PLAN. '| CAN BEAT HIM ... BY TRUSTING

'|IN GOD AND His PROMISES!
*Matthew §:10

JESUS ALSO
MADE IT
CLEAR THAT
. HIS GOAL
WASN'T TO
GET RID OF
GoD's
RULES!

I . **Matrthiw S:17-1
BUT THE VERY PEOPLE JESUS atthiw 5:17-19

CAME TO SAVE REJECTED HIM.
URGED ON BY SATAN, THEY
[NAILED JESUS TO A CROSS.

JESUS COULD HAVE
SAVED HIMSELF, BUT
BY GIVING HiS L[FE, HE
PAID THE PRICE FO

ALL HUMANITY'S sm'

i | cATAN
! IS PURE
T 20
' - BUT GOD
: IS PURE

BN JESUS' DEATH ALSO EXPOSED TO THE IV
UNIVERSE SATAN'S TRUE CHARACTER.
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- S

o A

BUT THAT WAE NGT THE END.

THREE DAYS AFTER
JESUS DIED,

HE ROSE FROM
THE GRAVE!

AFTER SPENDING SOME TIME WITH HIS FOLLOWERS, JESUS WENT BN.:K TO HEAVEN,
PROMISING TO RETURN TD COMH-ETE THE REEC.UE MISSION.

THIS SAME
JESUS WILL




1| ONCE MORE, DEREK WAS QUICKLY LOST I

IN THE STORY. - - £ pl v CHRISTIANS

SHARED THEIR FAITH
WITH COURAGE.

i cou

THE NEXT NIGHT DEREK WAS ONE OF
THE FIRST TO ARRINE AT THE MEETING.

AFTER

JESUS BUT IT
WENT BACK ||/ WASN'T
TO HEAVEN, /08 ALWAYS

- !-

' 1| IN HIS IMAGINATION HE WAS THERE WITH
::JEELA%TE; il 7 HIS FOLLOWERS, | | THE EARLY CHRISTIANS AS THEY STRUGGLED
| ANTICIPATION CALLED “"DISCIPLES, TO SHARE THEIR FAITH. BUT THEIR
AS THE = WERE DETERMINED TO | | SIMPLE GOSPEL MESSAGE WAS VIEWED
| SPEAKER SPREAD THE TRUTH || AS A THREAT TO CURRENT RELIGIOUS
| BEGAN ... | ABOUT EVERYTHING || TRADITIONS. JESUS' FOLLOWERS SOON
. __| THAT HAD HAPPENED ... | | FOUND THEMSELVES FACING ...

... THE LASH|

.. AND EVEN DEATH,

T

GOD WILL
SAVE US!

CHRISTIANITY IS
NOW ACCEPTED IN
THE ROMAN EMPIRE!

AFTER MANY YEARS, [
CHRISTIANS CAME |\
TO BE ACCEPTED.

N EVEN THE ROMAN

. 1 EMPEROR CONSTANTINE
\ | GAVE HiS STAMP OF

\\| APPROVAL, THOUGH
N\ PERHAPS MOSTLY FOR
I\ POLITICAL REASONS. i

BUT WITH THE END OF PERSECUTION CAME
AN EVEN GREATER DANGER: FOLLOWING
HUMAN TRADITIONS INSTEAD OF THE BIBLE.

|
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| SOME CHRISTIANS COMPROMISED THEIR STANDARDS TO FIT |
IN WITH OTHERS. EARLIER EFFORTS HADN'T DESTROYED

| CHRISTIAN FAITH, AND SATAN SAW A NEW OPPORTUNITY .. |

: A Na |

iy - I3

SO SPECIAL
ABOUT
SATURDAY,
ANYWAY?

IT DOESHT
MATTER WHAT DAY
YOU WORSHIP
on!

SLUNDAY IS BETTER FOR ME.
BESIDES, JESUS ROSE FROM
THE GRAVE ON SLINDAY!

LET'S ALL JUST
GET ALONG.

SUNDAY IS NOW
THE SABBATH.

SINGE SUN WORSHIPPERS
ALREADY WORSHIPPED
ON THE FIRST DAY OF
THE WEEK, WHY NOT
UNITE THEIR RELIGION
WITH CHRISTIANITY? :

IN A.D. 321 HE OFFICIALLY CHANGED b
| THE SEVENTH-DAY SABBATH-GOD'S N
MEMORIAL OF A FINISHED CREATION
l—'ro SUNDAY” *See Genesis 2:2, 3

WX \
JTHE ROMAN EMPIRE EVENTUALLY
FADED INTO HISTORY, AND A
| RELIGIOUS SYSTEM TOOK ITS

E PLACE.

SWEAR ALLEGFANC
TO ME FIRST!

7
THE ROMAN CHURCH
DEMANDED ALLEGIANCE
FROM PRINCE AND




BUT NOT ALL CHRISTIANS WOULD COMPROMISE IN THE ALPS THE WALDENSES

AND BOW TO THE CHURCH'S AUTHORITY. FOUGHT BRAVELY FOR THEIR
RIGHT TO WORSHIP GOD AS THEY

BELIEVED, INCLUDING KEEPING THE |i

SEVENTH-DAY SABBATH.

R ~ :

YES, EVEN
IF WE LOSE
EVERYTHING! ,

WE MUST
STAY TRLUE

SOON PERSECUTION AGAIN
RAISED TS UGLY HEAD ...

|MEM SUCH AS JOHN HUSS PREACHED THE
GOSPEL-THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT JESUS'
| PAYING THE PRICE FOR HUMANITY'S SIN-

| TO PEOPLE IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE.

“JESUS, THOU SON '
| OF DAVID, HAVE
MERCY ON ME." /s

IN A SMALL VILLAGE IN
GERMANY, GOD WAS
P PREPARING A YOUNG MAN
8 NAMED MARTIN LUTHER
\FOR A GREAT WORK.

5

GOD, SAVE
ME, AND I WILL
DEVOTE MY LIFE
TO SERVING YOU,

" v .: o .-,:,J‘ /

L e TR
B\ THIS EXPOSED
SR ROME'S TREACHERY ...
el AND JOHN HUSS
PAID WITH HIS LIFE.

P :,. "

. ‘¥ 4 ol
4 |BUT FIRST HE HAD |
gt | MUCH TO LEARN ... [F



MARTIN THOUGHT THAT IF HE WORKED HARD ENOUGH
AND STUDIED ENOUGH, HIS SINS WOULD BE FORGIVEN. |

ONE DAY, WHILE ON HIS KNEES, |
MARTIN HEARD A VOICE.
= 7

-

SUDDENLY MARTIN
UNDERSTOOD!

BUT NO MATTER HOW GOOD HE
TRIED TO BECOME, MARTIN JUST
COULDN'T FIND PEACE WITH GOD.

GOOD WORKS COULD NOT SAVE
HIM. ONLY JESUS COULD DO THAT! |

[FROM THAT MOMENT ON, MARTIN LUTHER PREACHED THE GOOD NEWS
| THAT A PERSON D’IDHT HAVE TO WORK HARD TO BE ACCEPTED BY GOP. |

ONLY JESUS
CAN FORGIVE
\ YOLR SINS.
TRUST IN HIM,
NOT YOUR
GOOD WORKS!

[SALVATION

| CAME BY

| BELIEVING

| THAT JESUS
TOOK OUR

| PLACE!

MARTIN LUTHER
BOLDOLY OPPOSED
THE FALSE
TEACHINGS OF

| THE PRIESTS,
POSTING HIS
REASONS ON A
CHURCH FOR
EVERYONE TO SEE.

LUTHER IS
A HERETIC!

HE
MUST BE
STOPPED.




THE CHURCH PUT MARTIN ON TRIAL
AND DEMANDED THAT HE RETRACT
HIS TEACHINGS AND WRITINGS,
BUT MARTIN REMAINED FIRM.

I CANNOT ey
AND I WILL NOT B
RETRACT! A&

[ MAY GoD Y
4 HELP MEf

; ‘ HE TRANSLATED A LARGE
PORTION OF THE BIBLE INTO
51 THE GERMAN LANGUAGE.

E—r"'

| |HIS WRITINGS HELPED BRING ABOUT A MIGHTY
- |RELIGIOUS AWAKENING IN PLACES SUCH AS ...

JESUS IS THE
TRUE SOURCE OF
SALVATION!

EHGLAND AND THE REST OF EUROPE.
THESE REFORMERS ALL BELIEVED THAT
THE BIBLE, WHICH HAD TAKEN A BACK
SEAT TO HUMAN TRADITION, MUET REGAIN | ¢
ITS RIGHTFUL PLACE AS GOD'S TRUTH |
FOR HUMANKIND. i |

JESUS GAVE HIMSELF
A RANSOM FOR ALL!

IN 1798 THE ROM&H RELIGIOUS SYSTEM |
LOST MUCH OF ITs POWER WHEN THE
POPE WAS CAPTURED BY THE FRENCH.

AT L.Asr PROTESTANTS (THOSE PEOPLE WHO |
DION'T AGREE WITH THE STATE-RUN CHURCH)
WERE FREE TO WORSHIP AS THEY PLEASED. |




EVENTUALLY, 10 ESCAPE
PERSECUTION, THE PURITANS
SAILED TO AMERICA.

kY IN AMERICA
WE WILL BE FREE
TO WORSHIP AS
WE CHOOSE.

EDME CHURCHES ADDPTED MAN‘.-" OF
RGME'E TRADITIONS QND_PEACTICE‘S

WHEN A GROUP CALLED THE
PURITANS PROTESTED AGAINST [
THIS, THEY WERE PEESECUTEP

THERE A NEW NATION WAS
FOUNDED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, "WITH
LIBERTY AND uuance ‘FOR ALL




|DEREK FAITHFULLY ATTENDED THE MEETINGS EACH NIGHT. |

HIS HEART THRILLED AT THE
COURAGE OF THE REFORMERS
IN THE FACE OF PERSECUTION. |

COULD JESUS
REALLY LOVE ME?
&
Go - e
YOU'LL l NN
NEVER BE GOOD ENOUGH
TO PLEASE HIM! -
=5

HE LONGED FOR A FAITH LIKE THAT OF MARTIN LUTHER, AND ;
| THE ASSURANCE THAT HIS OWN SINS WERE REALLY FORGIVEN.

NN~ 77 0 A B 74

ONE NIGHT THE TITLE OF THE PRESENTATION | DEREK SAT NEAR THE FRONT

SEEMED TO JUMP OUT AT DEREK, THAT NIGHT SO HE COULD

CATCH EVERY WORD.
THIS I'VE 60T
q. TO HEAR!
o

o

SOMETHING
TELLS ME THIS
IS GOING TO




EAGERLY DEREK LISTENED AS THE THE DEVASTATING HEE-DH PORTUGAL, |
SPEAKER EXPLAINED HOW BIBLE PROPHECY EARTHQUAKE IN 1755

PREDICTED SEVERAL EVENTS THAT WOULD ?

HAPPEN BEFORE JESUS RETURNS TO EARTH.

LOOK WHAT A
GOD REVEALED 'f

THROUGH

PROPHETS!

THE MOON TURNING BLOOD-
W 2ED THAT SAME EVENING ..

W
. AND THE GREAT METEORITE
’EHDWER OF HGVEMBER 13, 1833/"

MEANWHILE, IN THE - =i e
UNITED STATES, I SRl s CAN THIS POSSIBLY
A MAN NAMED > : BE TRUE?
WILLIAM MILLER | Wy’ > - -

HAD DISCOVERED

SOMETHING

| AMAZING WHILE

STUDYING HIS

BIBLE ...




AS MILLER STUDIED THE BIBLE EVENTUALLY, WILLIAM MILLER, AND MANY
PROPHECY IN DANIEL 814, \OTHERS, CONCLUDED THIS MEANT THAT
HE REALIZED THAT THE TIME | JESUS WAS RETURNING TO EARTH IN 1844,
PERIOD MENTIONED WAS TO
END IN 1844/

=B JESUS IS
S cOMING BACK IN JUST
S\ AFEW YEARS!

. HE BEGAN TO
“ TELL EVERYONE
o4 WHAT HE'D

as| LEARNED.

“ THE NEWS SPREAD QUICKLY,
|8 AND MANY PEOPLE PREPARED
FOR THE WONDROUS EVENT.

‘¥ ON THE PREDICTED DAY, MILLER'S
N FOLLOWERS WAITED EXPECTANTLY FOR
JESUS TO APPEAR IN THE SKY ...

BUT IT NEVER
HAPPENED.
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TO THEIR AMAZEMENT AND JOY,
THEY DISCOVERED THAT DANIEL'S
PROPHECY WAS NOT REFERRING
| TO JESUS' RETURN TO EARTH,

SO MILLER GOT
THE DATE RIGHT
AFTER ALL!

DEEPLY DISAPPOINTED,
MANY MILLERITES GAVE
UP THEIR BELIEFS,

BUT RATHER TO THE BEGINNING
M | OF A SPECIAL WORK IN HEAVEN! |

YES. it

HE SIMPLY |
GOT THE
EVENT

TO PRAYERFULLY —
STUDY THEIR BIBLES, s

TRYING TO FIND OUT
WHERE MILLER AND
SO MANY OTHERS
HAD BEEN WRONG.

DOES THAT
MEAN?

AS THE SPEAKER CONCLUDED HIS REMARKS,
DEREK FELT CONFUSION FILLING HIS MIND. HE
COULD HARDLY WAIT FOR THE NEXT MEETING
TO ARRIVE SO HE COULD LEARN MORE!

'AS DEREK TOOK HIS SEAT THE NEXT EVENING, AN UNSEEN BATTLE RAGED ARCUND HM ...

[A BATTLE FOR DEREK'S MIND!

DON'T
BELIEVE
ANY OF I,

ITSJUSTA
FAIRY TALE!




FINALLY THE FORCES OF LIGHT PREVAILED.

AS DEREK LISTENED TO THE PRESENTATION, A
VEIL SEEMED TO BE PULLED AWAY. IN HIS MIND,
DEREK SEEMED TO LOOK INTO HEAVEN [TSELF

¥cee Hebrews B:1-6

DEREK LISTENED IN WONDER
AS THE SPEAKER EXPLAINED
THAT JESUS HAD BEGUN A
NEW PHASE OF HIS WORK
IN HEAVEN IN 1844

[T WOULD BE HIS
FINAL WORK BEFORE
HE RETURNS TO
EARTH, A WORK
OF ... JUDGMENT!

AT THE WDED
"JUDGMENT,"
DEREK CRINGED!

ftm#"' lfM /

BUT THEN THE SPEAKER
CONTINUED. DEREK FELT
RELIEF AND JOY FiLL HIS MING“
AS HE LIETENED TO THE
SPEAKER'S EXPLANATION.

W

A | I!

i
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THE TIME
PREDICTED
IN DANIEL'S

d PROPHECY,

184H,

JESUS
BEGAN A
SPECIAL
WORK IN
HEAVEN!*

THIS
JUDGMENT
IS 600D
NEWS!




SATAN 5 ACCUSED GF BEING UNtJUEﬁ .. OTHER WORLDS
= JUL ' ARE LOOKING
ON TO DECIDE
WHETHER OR
NOT GOD'S
WAYS HAVE

BEEN FM&_E/

SATAN CLAIMS THAT GOD DOESN'T HAVE THE RIGHT TO SAVE HUMANS
WHO'VE ADMITTED THEIR SINFULNESS AND ASKED FOR HIS FORGIVENESS. h

ACCORDING _"'“’ ‘ i i\
TO YOUR OWN LAW, e AW

THEY DESERVE
TO DPIE!

BUT JESUS STANDS UP IN THE EANETUARY

FINALLY, WHEN ALL THE EVIDENCE IS IN
AND SAYS, "sTOP! WHAT ABOUT ME?

AND GOD HAS BEEN PROVEN TO BE
| | FAIR, THE RECORDS W{{—L BE CLO‘EED

||... AND JESUS WILL COME
TO TAKE HIS PEOPLE HoME!

IT'S TIME '
TC COMPLETE
B THE RESC LJ]-_

ONCE THE UNIVERSE SEES ALL THAT GOD
HAS DONE FOR HUMANITY, THEY WILL
AGREE THAT HE HAS THE RIGHT TO SAVE
THOSE WHO HAVE ACCEPTED JESUS.
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DEREK'S
HEART
THRILLED
AT THE
THOUGHT
OF JESUS |
RETURNING
TO EARTH. |

HE LISTENED
EAGERLY AS
THE SPEAKER
CONTINUED ...

SINCE THE END OF THE TIME PERICD DANIEL
WROTE ABOUT IN HIS PROPHECY, OTHER BIBLICAL
TRUTHS, LONG BURIED UNDER CENTURIES OF

1 HUMAN TRADITIONS, HAVE BEEN REDISCOVERED.

o

I DIDN'T KNOW
THAT WAS IN

FOR EXAMPLE, MOST CHURCHES i |OTHERS TRY TO CONTACT
TEACH THAT WHEN A PERSON SoULS" HAS LED | THE DEAD FOR GUIDANCE.
PIES, THEIR "soul" Goes To SOME PEOPLE TO
HEAVEN CR HELL. PRAY TO DEAD

SLRELY SAINTS INSTEAD

AUNT RAMONA IS OF GOD!
SMILING DOWN [
AT US RIGHT Joy
Now! -t}

MOTHER
MARY,

It

BUT DOESN’'T THAT ALSO
ERRRIE FiNGES ALt IeE
H IBLE THIN x () |
HAPPENING DOWN HERE ON A g SHOULD I 30,
PLANET EARTH? HOW CAN L FATHER:
THAT BE “PARADISE"? 1




'BUT AS CHRISTIANS HAVE STUDIED, THEY'VE DISCOVERED THAT
THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT DEATH IS LIKE A SLEEP, AND DECEASED
HUMAN BEINGS REST IN THE GRA\FE UNTIL JESUS COME‘E AGAIN’

LOOK, IT SAYS \
THE DEAD KNOW
NOTHING!*

z

WHEN
JESUS
COMES BACK,
HE'LL WAKE
THEM UP!

MANY PEOPLE HAVE | THE FIRST ANGEL CALLE 'f . THE SECOND ANGEL
BEEN FASCINATED BY PEOPLE TO WORSHIP WARNS AGAINST
JOHN'S VISION IN GOD AND PREPARE RELIGIONS THAT DON'T
REVELATION 14, WHERE FOR THE JUDGMENT. TEACH THE WHOLE
THREE ANGELS FLY e TRUTH FOUND IN THE
THROUGH THE SKY. OkSHIF Y BIBLE. HE CALLS THESE
. ( - RELIGIONS "BABYLON.™*

| WILLIAM MILLER AND OTHER BELIEVERS HAD FAITHFULLY
|PRGCL-AIMED THE MESSAGES OF THE FIRST TWO ANGELS.

JESUS IS

EETUENING TO
JUDGE THE COME OUT OF “"BABYLON"

EARTH!  AND FOLLOW ALL OF GOD'S WAYS
AND COMMANDMENTS!

*Ecclesiastes 9:5; Daniel 12:2;
and 1 Thessalonjans §:13-18

**In ancient times the city of Babylon
was known for its false r;l|n§1nn
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AS PEOPLE STUDIEC THE MESSAGE OF
THE THIRD ANGEL, THEY REALIZED
THAT THIS ANGEL IS CALLING
PEOPLE TO MAKE A CHOICE.

WORSHIF
THE TRUE
c00!

STAY
AWAY FROM
COUNTERFEIT
SPIRITUALITY
AND RELIGION!

BUT PRACTICALLY
EVERYONE ELSE

| PAUSED AND GAZED

| AND WHEN THEY SAW IN EXODUS 20 THAT
| THE SEVENTH DAY OF THE WEEK, SATURDAY,
|NOT SUNDAY, THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, IS
| GOD'S TRUE SABBATH, THEY REALIZED THAT

 THIS WAS PART

OF THE CHOICE. |

¥ THAT MAY BE SO, BUT GOD'S
SEVENTH-DAY SABBATH IS A
MEMORIAL OF HIS CREATION.
I'M GOING TO OBEY GOD,
NO MATTER WHAT!

WORSHIPS ON
SUNDAY!

AT HIS AUDIENCE.
' THEN HE SAID ...

SOMEDAY,
PERHAPS VERY
SOON, WE WILL EACH
NEED TO MAKE A
CHOICE

:II \
i ﬂ t
1]

ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE, WE ARE LIVING IN
THE TIME OF THAT TH[‘RD ANGEL. AND IN THESE
LAST DAYS OF EARTH'S HISTORY WE MUST EACH

DECIDE IF WE ARE GOING TO WORSHIP GOD THE
WAY THAT HE HAS SHOWN US IN THE BIBLE ... |

s

DEREK LISTENED
CLOSELY AS THE
SPEAKER EXPLAINED

WHAT HE MEANT.

BT

I|' : il : : '5' - F.-'-.' S _|'i':

B | OR FOLLOW THE REST OF THE [
P WORLD IN CHOOSING ANOTHER WAY. K%
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PEOPLE WILL QUAKE WITH FEAR
AS ECONOMIES COLLAPESE ...




'AS THE SITUATION WORSENS, ||IN THE HALLS OF GOVERNMENT AND ON THE STREET,
PEOPLE WILL BEGIN TO ASK || CALLS WILL BE HEARD FOR LAWS AIMED AT FORCING
QUESTIONS ... § UPIREREL | PEOPLE—AND ENTIRE NATIONS—BACK TO GOD.

n.-.

HAS TURNED ITS
, BACK ON 60OD!

CONGRESS
MUST ACT, OR

WE WILL BE
\ PESTROYED!

I THINK
60D IS
ANGRY

IT'S ALL
YOUR FALLT!

YOU'VE
MADE 60D
ANGRY BY

WORSHIPPING
ON YOUR
"SEVENTH-DAY
SABBATH”
INSTEAD OF )
\ " SUNDAY! AN

e 4

'MANY PEOPLE WILL BLAME THOSE WHO REFUSE TO HONOR A FORCED DAY P

OF WORSHIP FOR ALL THE_TERR!BLE THINGE- HAPPENING IN THE WORLD.

|BUT SOME WILL RECOGNIZE THAT

PN

=~ || THEY WILL DECIDE TO OBEY GOD NO |
ALL OF THESE EVENTS ARE SIGNS (=¥ | MATTER WHAT, EVEN IF [T MEANS BREAKING

ALL OF THIS WE MUST OBEY

WAS PREDICTED GOD'S LAW AT
IN THE BIBLE!* ANY COST!

| OF JESUS' SOON RETURN. ivrf.n__-_ [L™ 7 || THE NEW RELIGIOUS LAWS. |

YES, JESUS
IS COMING
BACK SOON!

YES:
GOD HAS ALWAYS
HAD HIS TRUE
FOLLOWERS,
NO MATTER

)

HOW SMALL THE

\ 1] 5
' = o . GROLIP!**
*Revelation 13:11, 12; 18:3, gtc. \ \ k *%The Bible ofren calls such a droup a “remnant.”
i *
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AS GOD'S PEOPLE STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE IN A WORLD GONE |
MAD, SATAN AND HIS ANGELS WILL RENEW THEIR ASSAULT.

5%[:[;:‘1.'1{1*::. ! THE EF‘IRITUAL BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON HAS BEGUN.

DESERTED SATAN AND HIS ARMY ARE ENGAGED
YOU! IN ONE LAST DESPERATE ATTEMPT TO
DECEINE HUMANITY AND WOO MORE
FDLL-OWERE TO dDIN THE EVIL FDF:‘CEE

YOUR CASE
8 IS HOPELESS!
8 COME OVER TO
\ OUR sIDE!

: YOUR SINS ARE o

B 100 GREAT!

CONFUSED AND AFRAID, GOD'S TRUE BELIEVERS
WILL BE TEMPTED TO GIVE UP, BUT THEN THEY
WILL REMEMBER JESUS' PROMISE ..




JOY WILL FILL THEIR HEARTS | | MEANWHILE, SATAN'S RAGE SURRCUNDED AND
AS THEY REALIZE THAT THEIR | |WILL GROW AGAINST GOD'S | | CONDEMNED, GoD's
SINS ARE FOREVER FORGIVEN! | | FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS, AND HE | | PEOPLE WILL SEEM TO
NOW R%HEY CAN FD CE THE WILL URGE A "FINAL SOLUTION! | | BE HOPELESSLY LOST.

3 N Ay | By 2=l pesroy
Sove s ) P (= e reces

SUDDENLY A
SMALL CLOUD
WILL APPEAR
IN THE EAST ...

k)3 JESUS IS RETU! : .-.“:".';:':.




SATAN'S FOLLOWERS WILL
COWER IN FEAR, PLEADING
FOR ROCKS TO FALL ON
THEM TO HIDE THEM FR?M BUT THE FAITHFUL WILL
JESUS' PIERCING GAZE! SHOUT WITH JoY!

A MIGHTY EARTHQUAKE WILL
RIP OPEN THE GRAVES OF

GOD'S PEOPLE, AND THEY WILL
BE BROUGHT BACK TO LIFE/

TOGETHER WITH THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED
THROUGH THE LAST DAYS, THEY WILL
RISE UP TO MEET JESUS IN THE cLoups!

| THEY ARE GOING HOME! |

FOR A THOUSAND
YEARS GOD'S PEOPLE
WILL LIVE IN HEAVENF

FAMILIES WILL BE REUNITED, OLD
FRIENDSHIPS WILL BE RENEWED ... §

IT'S SO
600D TO
SEE YoU!

' SN/ WHY ISN'T
- N crysTaL |
({ ) \ HERE?

(.. AND QUESTIONS WILL BE ANSWERED. N AV
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ON EA
1 HIS EVIL ANGELS ARE LEFT
ALIVE. THEY WANDER TS

DESOLATE SURFACE, ALONE
WITH THEIR THOUGHTS ...

o A N ]

AT THE END OF A THOUSAND YEARS JESUS AND |

ALL HIS FOLLOWERS WILL RETURN TO EARTH. =
(

L

L W, W

ITI-!E WICKED WILL BE AWAKENED FROM
THEIR GRAVES TO FACE THEIR SINS,

LET'S MOVE
our! WE CAN

[SATAN WILL MARSHAL |

THE VAST MULTITUDE FOR
A FINAL ASSAULT ON |
\GOD AND HIS PEOPLE.
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[BUT FIRE WILL COME DOWN .
FROM HEAVEN AND CLEANSE THE | \
[EARTH OF EVERY TRACE OF SIN. Py T
. DESTROYED
FOREVER.

THE WAR
IS OVER.

THEN GOD WILL CREATE

"A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW
EARTH," WHERE HUMANKIND
WILL LIVE FOREVER IN JOY AND
PEACE WITH THEIR CREATOR.

e

TEARS TRICKLED DOWN EVERY DOUBT WAS GONE, EVERY || AS PEACE AND JOY |
DEREK'S CHEEKS AS THE QUESTION ANSWERED. QUIETLY HE || FLOODED OVER
MEETING CAME TO A CLOSE. BOWED HIS HEAD AND PRAYED ... || DEREK, HE THOUGHT

5 3 GOD, I ACCEPT ~ ?.;fq %ECER&%HM

- THANK YOU 0'0 CAU
JESUS AS MY  Eop FOrRGIVING \| TO LOSE HIS LEG.
SAVIOR ... MY SINS AND
PAYING THE PRICE
FOR ME!




FOR AN

AT THAT MOMENT DEREK
QEJTHTGEE DETERMINED THAT SOMEDAY
Ll HE WOULD FIND THAT YOUNG
THEN IT WAS MAN AND SHARE JESUS' LOVE
qumc“ﬁ,ﬂ Sy AND FORGIVENESS WITH HIM.
LOVE AND e I FORGIVE YOU ...
FORGIVENESS, AND I WANT

TO TELL YOU
SOMETHING
EESE: .

IFGoD ™
CAN FORGIVE ¥
ME, THEN I CAN
FORGIVE THAT
DRIVER!

AS DEREK LEFT THE MEETING THAT NIGHT, HE WGNDER WHAT IT WOULD BE LIKE |
TO WALK THROUGH HEAVEN'S GATES TOGETHER, DEREK WITH A NEW LEG AND ?OTH |I
YOUNG MEN WITH HEARTS MADE NEW THANKS TO JESUS CHRIST, , THEIR SAVIOR!
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Additional Information —

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

DEREK BOWE grew up in Bermuda, where he wos o high school basketball stor ond populor student. Today he
remains grateful that despite the challenges he encountered earlier in kfe, God led him to the only One who could
answer his questions, Troublz on the Blue Plonet is based on his frue-life experience.

JESUS, God's Son, is Creator of our universe ond commander of
heaven's ormies. Today He remains in mortal combat with Sofon

for the lives o ol human beings. As Derek dscovered, for Jesus no price
i oo high if He con just save humanity from Safon’s clutches.

SATAN, which means “odversary,” wos originally nomed Lucifer. At ane fime he wos the most beoutiful and power-
ful of heoven's ongels. Lucifer became jealous of Jesus and led o rebellion that eventually spread to Planet Earth,
Naw colled Satan, the onginator of evil hos made it his mission to famish God's reputation and destray as mony
human beings os possible.

SOME HELPFUL BACKGROUND

THE UNSEEN DIMENSION

Humans measure reality by whot we see or feel. i something doesn’t have length, width, or depth, it must not exist. But
what oheut such things os thoughts, fealings, sunshing, and the wind? Wi can't hold them in our hond or easily measure
them, but they are very real. Sa if wa hove no trouble beeving in these kinds of things, why do wa hove so mudh
fiouble bebeving in God?

The Bitle specks of anather dimension, an unseen world where Gad dwells ond whese o wor & going on, o wor for
confrol of the universe. Ephesions 6:12 speaks of this hidden side of reality

“For our struggle is not ogainst flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
outhorities, against the powers of this dork warld ond against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms™ (NIV).

Thés i o war between ultimate good and uitimate evil, between o loving God ond o vengeful rebel nomed Satan, who ks intent on the destriction of Gad's
reputation and our lves. Although this conflict started in heaven, it hos spilled over to earth (see Revelation 12:7-9). We lve each doy on o botfleground. We see the
results of Soton's compoign in the poin ond suffering oll cround ws. But we olso see God's hand ot work in the beouty of o flower o the kindness of o stronger

Uttimasely, evary human being must choose whose side they will be on in this conflict there is na middle ground. Maonwhile, in the unsesn dimension, the
citizerrs of the wniverse warch with infense interest o see what that chaice will ba

CREATION, NOT EVOLUTION

God never intended for Planet Earth to be o battleground. He created it fa be o besutifid home for His humon
childien. Eorth's enviranment has just the right mixture of air to sustain ifs, the rght omount of sunlight to
previde wormth, and the right fypes of plorts to peovide nourishment, claon the oir, ond bring beauty to our
surroundings.

We are niot here: by chance, mere consequences of millions of yeors of rondom mutations. The very
tompexdty of the human body testifies to the work of o Master Designer. Cansider the humon eye, with its
tefing containing millians of photoreceptor cells, o pupl controlling the fight thot stikes the refing, o lens that
focuses the bight, ond muscles that move the eye. The shesr complaxity of the eve boggles the mind, yet
it's fust ane of many evidences that exist oll around s that paint toward o koving Creator. This some Master
Designer created us for o purpose and s <fill ot wark in this word and in our fives.
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GOD’S GUIDEBOOK

| God has proided humanity o kind of "guideboak for life” coled the Bible. I contoins onswess to mony of Ife's
Bl perplexing quastions, such os "Where did | come from?* “Why am | here?” and “What lies chead?” It is for more
thin just o collection of leters, pooms, and staries. The Bible & God's message of love ond mstruction fo human-
kind, and by Tollowing its instuctians wa con find wonderul peacs and o renewed relotionship with our Creatar. In
the Bible wa also find procticol odvice on everyday Ie. Hese ore just o few sxomples:

* Maney monogement (Proverbs &:1-5)

= (hoosing o life parmer (Proverts 31:10, 31 and 2 Codinthians 4:14)

* Getting along with parents ((olassions 3:20)

» Healthfulining (Pravesbs 20:1)

(God has olso inchoded prophecies in the Bibl, special insights that give us o befter undersionding of the past
and futre. A stellor exampl i on especially amazing prophecy found in the Bible book of Do,

A STUNNING STATUE

About the year 500 B.C, Danied, o young coptured lsioelite, become one of the mast BABYLON:
trusted advizors for King Nebuchodnezrar of Bobylon. One night the king hod o deamof ~ 605-539 B.C.
o huge statue of o man. Danied, after praying 1o God for help, interprated the dreom for
Hebuchadnezzar,

Daniel explained that the statue represerted the different kingdams that would
tule the earth in fhe fuure. The head of gold represented Nebuchadnezzor's kingdam.
The chest and arms wera moda of sver, an inferior metal. Babylon wos conquered by
Medin-Persia, @ natian inferior to Bobilon in culture, architecture, ond power. The imoge’s
belly and thighs wete mada of beonze, Greece followed Medio-Persia, Infensfingly
engugh, the Gresks wars known for the masterful branze stafues they created.

Follawing Gresce, Roman aimies, represented by the lags of iron, swept across the
therknawn workd. Roma's iron-fisted rulers would dominate the waild stege for centurias.
Eventually, though, Rome too fell, breaking up into the nofions of Westerm Europe. These
countries have never been able to form o lasting allionce, just as the doy and iran of the
image's fest did nat bind together,

King Nebuchodnezzar's dream ended with a gint 1otk crashing into the stoue ond
filing the whoke earth! This rock represents God's kingdom, o final kingdom that hos not
yor-orrived but will lost focever, -

Prophecies such o this ane pive us confidancs thot God is ultimotely in charge of
post events ond the future. But the mast important part of God's plan would come to poss
hundreds of yeoes ofter Doniel's fime.

JESUS' LIFE, MINISTRY, AND DEATH

(learly, the future is on apen hook to God, Even before treating human beings, He knew
thot He'd be tuking o risk by gronting them true freedom of chaice. But that is God's
wary— He will force no one 1o love Him or follow His ways.

God hod o plon in ploce, though, showkd humankind choese e wrang poth. It wes
o plon o deol with sin, the deadly corsequenta of such wiong chaices. This sama plon
woull ulfimately allow humans to chooss o one doy live forever with their Sovior,

The Bible makes it clear that by defoult we're oll sinners, and os o result these's o
price o be poid: “Far the woges [“poyofi*] of sinis death” (Romons £:23). That's the
bod news,

The good news is that we don't have to pay the price! In on ostonishing move,
God become o humon being named Jesus and poid the price Himself! Every waking
mament Jasus spent fraving heaven's love for humonkind, Unlike fhe rest of s, He
rever sinned. In the end He willingly Ioid down His Iife 00 o cross 1o pay the price for
Dur gins.
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besus” socrifice for s changed everything. Saton hod cloimed that God was harsh and that His woys —
indluding the Ten Commuandmants — ware too herd to follow. But Jesus proved to the entire universe thot Satan
was @ liar! o longes wos there ony reason to doubt God or His Jove. By Hes deoth ond resumection, Jesus won
for each of us the right fo choose fo occapt His love ond fo serve s living proof that following God's ways resuls
in o trudy fulfiling life. For those who say yes o His invitation, Jesus hos promised to refum and toke them ko
heaven, (For the exciting details, pick up o Bible ond read Joha 14:2, 31)

THE ROMAN EMPIRE

Beginning o5 o humble viioge in Italy, Rome evantually extended ifs power oll the woy from the
Middle Enst to Brivain, While it s true that Rome nded with an iron fist, the world nevertheless
owes 0 greaf debi to this empie, parficulary in such orees as orchitecture, fiterature, and
gavemment,

(e of Rome's mast enduring legacies is o religious system that grew out of its ashes, os
it were. This refigious powes, while claiming to repeesent God on earth, more dosely resambled
B} the style of the Roman emperors, often ruling by decet, compromise, and viokence. Thousands

ﬂuﬁxﬂhﬂmﬁmMWQMH&iﬁsn‘dm' were imprisoned of lost
frigir fives,

. The Bible, in Revelotion 13, predicted the rise of just such o refigious-poltical power,

This power would receive o “deadly wound” fhot would heal, The Roman church received
this “deadly wound” in 1798, when a French ormy coptured end imprisoned the head
of the church, Pope Pius V1. Since that time, the Roman church’s influence and pawer hove
been less than before. But as fime hos morched on, the “deodly wound” has heled,
st s the Bible predicted. The Romon Cotholic Church is gaining increasing influence through-
out the world. It remains to be seen how it will use this influence in these woning days of
sorth’s history,

THE END OF EARTH'S HISTORY

According to the Bible, fife on this eorth will not continue on forever just as it fs. Jesus will retum to sarth (on

event known o the *second coming) ond limeely emoke ourword o o benuif, peocefl purodiseason | = — i
etemal home for oll who love Him. = rm—
Every doy the news i filled with stories of woes, crime, fomine, or another earthgunke or tsunami. In i et
Motthew 24 Jesus womed hat this wauld b th cos st bore His second comiing. Some might co s " == =EEE
“clormism, " poing out thot wor ond rime hove ohwoys existed and that fomings ond nohui disasters ore =
naffing new. Sciance and resenech, however, foll on the side of Bibla prophery. - S—
For exomple, since 1900 there hos been o significant increasa in natural disasters, espediolly floods and 5 = -~
eyclones. In April 2011 more than 750 tomadoes struck the United Stotes, moking it the worst month for for- n| i
nodoes in history. Eorthquakes also have been on the increose, destroying entire fowns and cousing devastafing 1 by’
feunamis. R i i e e

Far warse than nafure’s desfructive powes i human beings’ crusity fo ane onother, In the twanfiath cantury ;ﬁmﬂ_#wm
mare thon 231 million people were killed in wars and smoller conficts. As this book s being written, there are 44 dsestes 0999 Camgropte esioe Esmcrunle
ongaing wars and smaller coeflicts that have so for resulted in tens of thousands of deoths, 75 percent of whith are  Boeesey. INEP, Gl
civilions.

One important last-doy event remains o be fulfiled. Jesus predicted that the good news of schvation and the promise of His retum would spreod throughout the
world. Then, ond only then, willthe end of eorth’s history amive. That doy is growing ever nearer. Are you ready? If you're not sure, fum to poge 43 fo find out how to
prapare. |t might be simpler thon you think!
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SOME HELPFUL BIBLE VERSES

CREATION: Genesis 1:1-2:3

TEN COMMANDMENTS: Exodus 20:1-17

SABBATH: Genesis 2:2. 3; Exodus 20:8-11: luke 4:14

THE GOLDEN STATUE DREAM: Daniel 2:1-49

THE “LITTLE HORN": Doniel 7:8

LIFE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS: MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, JOHN (entire books)
CHANGE OF THE SABBATH: Donigl 7:25

SALVATION: John 3:16; Ephesions 2:8: 1 John 5:13

PRAYER: Philippians 4:6, 7

DEATH AS SLEEP: John 11:11: 1 Thessolonions 4:14

JESUS’ END-TIME MINISTRY: Danisl 8:14 (storts in 538 B.C. ond ends in A.D. 1844)
JUDGMENT BEFORE JESUS' RETURN: Daniel 7:9-14

PROMISE OF JESUS’ RETURN: John 14:1-3

JESUS’ RETURN DETAILED: | Thessolonions 4:13-18

JUDGMENT OF THE DEAD: Revelation 20:11-15

THE AMAZING 2300-DAY PROPHECY
Does the Bible actually give beginning and ending dates for the 2300-day prophecy found in Daniel 8:147 Absolutely! }

The beginning date of the prophecy is octually found in anather prophecy; Daniel 9:24-27. In verse 24 on angel fells Daniel thot '|
Isroel will be gronted o certuin number of years in which to prepare for and ccept Jesus os the world's Savior. The total time period | |
is "sevanty sevens.” Using the one prophetic day equals one literal year prophecy time principle found in Ezekiel 4:6, this omounts fo
490 years. But when does that fime period start? Daniel 925 states that it begins when the decree to “restore ond rebuild Jerusalem”
is issued. This hoppened in 457 B.C. You con reod the octual decres in Ezra 7:11-264.

Next, in Daniel 9:27, the ongel predicts Jesus’ death, which took place in A0 31. This helps us o know that our interpretation
of the 2300-day prophecy is on track!

Finally, going back to Doniel B:14, we're told that this entire period of praphecy will last for 2300 prophetic days, o literal
yeors, Storting ot 457 B.C. and moving cheod 2300 yeors brings us fo the yeor A.D, 1844,

Yet thete is even further assuance regarding this prophetic time period. A deep study of Doniel’s prophecies clearly show
fw: specﬁx avents smruuming the ?ﬂﬂﬂ-dnyr prophecy:
menl of God's people occurs after the cross but belore the second com ing of Jesus

| 3 I|:.|[J I 7. occurs ofter AD. 1798

udg |rl.|||_| the “cleansing of the sanctuary” in Daniel B, They are the some event
1. The cleansing of God's sancuary, or time of judgment, therefore, must occur after AD. 1798." The veor AD. 1844 meet
ofl the rewirements|

*For 0 dseper study on this fopic, see the book 1844 Made Simple, by (ifford Goldstein

"Unta 2300 days [years*], then shall the sanchuary be deorsed.” o 214 2300 Years
70 Weeks = 490 doys [yeors*] 490 Years
uI!l
483 Years
&snmnuamlm-]l on
4578 : J
Decree to Rebuid Jerzsolem

I..D.!'Huu'w LE.HWSW AD. 1844 ludgment Beging

Keys to Interpreting Biblical 'I‘mn Propheties

Dig deeper info the subjects presented in Tm&mﬂmﬂuﬂmﬁhmﬁmu&wmﬁumﬂm&mﬂ&%wg
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