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It is very clear from the Bible’s own testimony and thar of Jesus Christ
and the Old Testament prophets thar Scriprure is to be regarded as the
authoritative word of truth on all marters of basic belics. The fallowin
isa list of just the most significant verses thar support the Word of God's
claim o authoriry.

But the Loro is the true God; he is the living God, the eternal King
{Jeremiah 10:10).

Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for | am God, and
there is no other (Isaiah 45:22),

There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and
destroy (James 4:12).

For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as
indeed there are many "gods™ and many *lords”™), yet for us there is but
one God. the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live;
and there is bur one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came
and IJ'I.EI:II.Iﬁ'I whom we live (1 Corinthians 8:5-7).

For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his erernal
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being undersiood from
whar has been made. so that men are without excuse (Romans 1:20).
God is love (1 John 4:8).

Every and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father
of the heavenly lights, nﬁ:n does not change like shifting shadows
(James 1:17).

In the beginning God created the heavens and the carth

(Genesis 1:1).

You alone are the Loro. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens,
and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seasand all thar
isin them (Nehemiah 9:6),

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on carth, visible
and invisible, w]'lctﬁ:r thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things
were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all
rhithﬂld together (Colossians 1:16-17).

S0 God created man in his own image, in the image of God he creared
him; male and female he created them (Genesis 1:27),

So it is written:“ The first man Adam became a living being”; the last
Adam, a life-giving spirit (1 Corinthians 15:45).

What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you

care for him? You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and
crowned him with glory and honor. You made him ruler over the works of
your hands; you Eur everything under his feet (Psalm 8:4-6),

God saw all thar he had made, and it was very good (Genesis 1:31).

For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is
received with :.'I'La,nluﬁ'-'ing, because ir is consecrated by the word of God
and prayer (1 Timothy 4:4-5).



WORD ofF GOD

The withers and the lowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever
(Isazah 40:8).

| tell you the truth, untl heaven and earth dlsaflpcar, not the smallest leteer,
not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until
everything is accomplished (Marchew 5:18).

—GOD ————

A father ro the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling,
God sets the lonely in families, he leads forth the prisoners with singing: but
the rebelliows live in a sun-scorched land [ Psalm 68:5-6).

The Lorn is near ro all who call on him, ro all who call on him in truth
(Psalm 145:18),

And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lown, the Lok, the
n:::m];:mnmm and gracious God, slow o anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness, mamumlng,]m'r tn thousands, and forgiving wickedness,
rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the %:LLIJL‘}' unp ed; he punishes
the children and their children for the sin of the fathers 1o the chird and
fourth generation” (Exodus 34:6-7).

Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong
(Habakkuk 1:1 ’.};u

God . . . works our everything in conformiry with the purpose of his will
{Ephma.ns 1:3,11),

Cine of vou will say to me: “Then why does God sull blame ust For wha
resists his will?” Bur who are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall what is
formed sy to him who formed ic, “Why did you make me like this?*~
(Romans 9:19-20)

HuMANITY ANDTHE UNIVERSE ———

Death reigned from the time of Adam 1o the rime of Moses, even over those
who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of
the one to come (Romans 5:14),
For just as :hrquh the disobedicnce of the one man the many were made
sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made
righteous (Romans 5:19),
refiore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death
through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned
(Romans 5:12).
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking utile and their foolish hearts were
d:.rkn:ned (Romans 1:21).
they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the
Eory of the immortal God for images made 1o look like mortal man and
rds and animals and repriles (Romans 1:22-23).
Furthermaore, since they did not think it worthwhile o rerain the knowledge
of God, he gave them aver o a depraved mind, 1o do what ought not o be
done (Romans 1:28).
To Adam he sud., “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the oee
about which | commanded you, "You must not eat of it,” Cursed is the
because of you; through painful wil you will eat of it all the days of
your life” (Genesis 3:17).



= All Scriprure is God-breathed and is useful for reaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in nighteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

See also Exodus 24:12; 2 Samuel 22:31; Psalms 12:6; 19:7-8; 111:7-8; 93:5;

11%; Proverhs 30:5; Daniel 10:21; Mark 12:24; 13:31; John 8:31-32;

1 Corinthians 2:13; 1 Pever 1:23-25; and 2 Peter 1:20-21.

* Oh, the depth of che riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing our!
(Romans 11:33),
God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who
alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has
seen or can sec (1 Timothy 6:15-16)
* Mo one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who i ar the
Father's side, has made him known (John 1:18).
In the past God spoke 1o our forefathers through the prophers ar many
rimes and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken 1o us by his
Son {Hebrews 1:1-2),
Every word of God is Rawless; he is a shield to those who ke refuge in
him. Do not add o his words, or he will rebuke you and prove vou a liar
(Proverbs 30:5-6).
* | the Lorn do not change (Malachi 3:6).

MNow to the King ctrnm%.rumnmml. invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory for ever and ever (1 Timathy 1:17).

-

* The crearion waits in eager expectation for the sons of God 1o be revealed.
For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by
the will of the one who subjected it in hope that the creation irself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom
of the children of God ﬁlum:m 8:19-21),
The length of our days is seventy years—or eighty, if we have the strengeh;
yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass. and we Hy
away (Psalm 90:10).
= Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. He springs up like a
Hower and withers away; like a flecting shadow, he does nor endure
(Job 14:1-2).
= Whara wretched man 1 am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?
(Romans 7:24).



BUDDHISM

B uddhism is a way of living based upon the teachings of its founder
Siddartha Gaurama, the Buddha. Buddha (the "Enlightened
One’) is said 1o have discovered that borh the life of luxury and the
life of extreme poverty were of no use in gaining spiritual freedom.
He declared a “Middle Way.” However. his teachings would lates
undertake many transformations.,

Buddhism spread grearly throughout Asia, bur evenrually all but died
out in its native India. Among its several branches are the Mabayana
school, which developed an enormous listing of gods and remains

pular in China, North Korea, South Korea, and Japan. The
g%rrwsd'ml. a more sophisticated group, flourishes in St
Lanka, Burma, and Southeast Asia. Zen is rechnically a Mahayana

p but has closer affinities with Therevada. All have grown

in popularity in Western cultures as well, with Zen Buddhism
particulurly increasing in impact throughout North America,

Gob

* There is no absolure God in Buddhism, although many have
interpreted Buddhism as a search for God. Buddha did not deny
Giod s existence but said thar the question of His existence “tends
not o edificarion,” Rather, those seeking enlightenment must
concentrare on their own spiritual pachs racher than relying on an

outside 'n.:gpnn.
Buddha did not daim divinity or even a divine source for his reachings.
He provided himselfas an example to humanicy. His reachings have
been compared to a raft thar should be left behind once the other
side of the river has been reached.
* Many Buddhiss believe the existence of suffering and evil in

the world offers evidence against beliefin G
Mthm most Buddhists reject the concept of an ulnmare God,
the schoal developed teachings of Buddha as seill
existing for the sake of men, This .:mnid to many additional
deities who canie to be represented in art and revered in ways very
similar to worship of Hindu gods.

HuMANITY AND THE UNIVERSE

* The beginning and ultimate nature of the world are left
unexplained by Buddha. The Mahayana school speculares abour a
wast series of heavens, scen as stops along the path roward nirvana,
Yet even these heavens are only considered an illusion. Mahayanist
teaching implies that the powers of the universe will end with all
creatures eventually achieving salvation.
Buddhism does begin with an evaluation of the physical world and
humanirty. Buddhism sees the cvele of reincarnanon filled with pain,
largely because life is characrerized by impermanence.
B added rhe teaching that all creatures, including humans,
are fictional. There is really no "self.” only a series of occurrences that
r 10 be individual people and things. Once the fictional person
is broken down into his component parts with his different actions
and artitudes analyzed during the course of time, it is scen thar
there is really nothing holding it all together. The question of how
thete can be both reincarnation and striving for salvation withour a
self has occupied Buddhist philesophy from the start, The notion
l.‘rfﬁnjll self remains difficulr, and much effort is spent trying to grasp
it fully.



HINDUISM

elatively lictle is known about the origins of Hinduism as

it predares written history. Hindus claim their religion was
tounded by God Himself. Historically, during the fourth cenrury
B.C., cerain Europeans—the same people ::fm developed Greek
culiure—conguered much of present-day India. Their various gods
combined with indigenous Indian traditions of meditation to form
4 lnose combination of beliefs and practices that became known as
Hinduism. Devour Hindus can either live as pious worshipers of a

god or as arheises.

Hinduism had not been a missionary religion unal the 1100s and
was largely limited to India and surrounding areas. The Aduaira
Vedanita believes in complete identiry between the inmost self and

the impersonal, ultimare God, and serves as the most common form
of Hinduism in the West. Jasmism represents the most ancient, pre-
European elements of Hinduism. The Sikh religion aempis to unite
elements of Hinduism and Islam. [n recent years, Sikhism has grown
rapidly in popularity, currently claiming over 20 million adherents,

Gob

* Many gods or incarnations of gods are worshiped by Hindus.
Chief amang them are Shina, a fierce figure representing both

the creative and destructive sides of divinity as well as the ideal of
yogic meditarion, and Vishnu, who incarnates himself many rimes
through history in order to bring the message of salvation to man
Vishnu's incarnations (or asatars) include Rema, 3 benevolent
king, and Krishna. The gods are sometimes amoral; their freedom
fram the usual restraines necessary to humans is often celebrared,
and they are often represenced with sexual imagery. Many lesser
cults worship a complex variery of gods, all of whom are usually
seen as manifestations of the one supreme being, Brakman,
Brahman is seen by many Hindus as a personal, loving God who
desires the salvation of all men, More usually, however, he is
described a3 a supreme, impersonal being completely above all
creation and uninvolved with life on earth.

HuMANITY ANDTHE UNIVERSE

The physical universe is not the creation of a personal God but
asort of unconscious extension of the divine. It is: 1) without

ing, and some would say endless, and 2) an illusion, because
the only true reality is Brahman. Hindus believe that the universe
“pulsares,” recurrentdy being destroyed and re-created over periods
lasting about four billion years. The world is seen as a huge serics
of repeated cycles, each cycle a near copy of the last.
Humans play a part in dﬂ:ﬁ{funljc, illusory, and riresome universe.
Each human soul is also without beginning and has encountered
a series of reincarnations. Hinduism solves the problem of
the existence of suffering and evil in a Rirly dean manner. All
present suffering is deserved, the payback of one’s karma, che
accumulation of deeds done in past lives. All present evil will be
fhmcinly id in the form of suffering in future lives. Traditional

induism has historically aften not paid much attention to re-

lieving the sutfering of people, although the past century has shown
wremendous change ing social reform,
Hindus view life as full of pain and distress only temporarily masked
by earthly pleasures. Underlying the unrealicy and misery, the
human soul is identical with supreme Brahman, who has no part of
this universe.



n the seventh century a.n. Muhammad founded a strict,

monotheistic religion in reaction to the polytheism and lawlessness
of the existing Middle Eastern culture. He believed he was the
lase prophet in a line that included Abraham, Moses, the biblical
prophets, and even Jesus. Within a century Islam had conquered an
area greater than the Roman Empire ar its height and remains the
primury religion of nearly all Middle Eastern countries and large
portions of Northern Africa.

Muslims follow the Konae as the final word of God and the
culmination of what was started in the Bible. The word lilam refers
to the peace that comes from surrender to God. Major groups
within lslam include: 1) Sumnis, who constituze 85 to 90 percent of
today’s Muslims, 2) Shi i Muslims who mostdy live in lrag and [ran,
wihere it stands as the majoricy faith, and 3) Sufis, who belong o a
schoal of thoughr thit encourages mysticism and the secking of a direct

personal experience of Allah,

Gobp

* Allah means “the God,” indicating the radical monotheism of
Istam, “We shall not serve anyone bur God, and we shall associare
none with Him™ (Ko 3.64), Any division of God is rejected,
including the Christian belicfs in the Triniry and thar Jesus is
divine: II%I is not meet for God ro have children” ( Koran 19,92).
The of Allah is often portrayed in the Koran, and ic is
emphasized that his purposes are always serious. Justice is Allahs
most important value for Muslims.

Allah is merciful and compassionate, but that mercy is shown
mainly through him sending messengers to proclaim the truth of
humanity’s responsibiliry tulijw: according to Allah’s teachings.

HuMANITY AND THE UNIVERSE

Muslims view the universe as created by the deliberate act of a
persanal, omnipresent God. The universe is not considered an
illusion and is basically good, being given for the benefit of people,
Muslim respect for the world order led to the development of
Elicmciin idhdle Eastern countries long before d.cvc?npmm:s in
rope.
Huhflcn mad did not produce miracles bue simply proclaimed the
m of Allah. As a result, the presence of God in the world is not
seen through supernarural signs bur ch the wonderful order
of nature and the one grear miracle of the Koran, Muslims generally
do nor expect miraculous deliverance from suffering in this life.
They believe that good deeds will be rewarded in the nex life.
Humans are considered, in effect, co-leaders of crearion under the
zutrl':griry of God. Islam’s goal 15 to create a moral order in the
world,
Individuals are endowed with tagua, a sort of divine spark mani-
fested in his conscience chat provides the ability to understand truch
and ace on it, Conscience stands as the grearest value in Islam,
much as love is the greatest value vo Christians.
People can cultivate his or her ttgu and live according o the way
of Allah or suppress it. This resules in people either deserving or not
deserving God's guidance,



udaism is known as the world's oldest monotheistic religion

practiced today. Founded by the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, Jacob'’s twelve sons became the leaders of owelve tribes
who formed the original narion of Isracl. Never Fu:-ar by world

standards, the small nation of Isracl was repeatedly defeared and
finally dispersed thraughout the world. Hut the Jews are unique in
that [KE}" maintained their identity in the midst of a large number
of diverse cultures. Although a religion closely ried to one ethnic
group, Judaism has had a profound effect on beliefs and practices
waorldwide. Historically, ic has served as the basis for later religions,
particularly Christianity and Islam.

Several groupings of Jews exist, some quite contrasting with one
another. The four tradirional caregories include: 1) Orthodon Jews,
who maintain strict adherence to traditional Jewish customs; 2)
Refarm Jews, who attempt to apply Jewish principles in integration
with society and a personal inrerpretation of the Torah; 3)
Conservative Jews, who seek a middle ground berween the previous
two, hoping to maintain stmni}rwish identity; and 4) Haredic Jews,
who follow a mystical path, although many Hasdic beliefs are similar
to Orthodox Judaism. Culturally, Hasidic Jews are those known for
wearing black robes as par of their worship practices.

In addition ro these caregories are two more distiner groupin

with Jewish beginnin, ﬁ:'mmmrjudmm represents those of
Jewish und who have embraced the Jesus of Christianity
as the Jewish Messiah, jmﬁﬂng}wish history with New
Testament theology. Kaballah provides an extremely mystical form
of religion rooted in Judaism yer with very different practices from
the traditional Jewish faith. As such, many traditional Jews reject
Kaballah as a form of Judaism.

Gob

* The complete unity of God as a powerful ruler and as a loving
deliverer is central to Judaism. Jews do not deny the problem of
the existence of pain and suffering, although they freely admir it is 2
mystery. God is in control even in the midst of an evil world.
God is not merely some supreme force bura Person. He contains
the emotions of anger, sadness, and joy. He is a being who desires a
relationship with His creation. He desires to share in the emotions
of humanity.
Yahweh God also includes some distance. He is above the world,
and His ways are often beyond the understanding of people. The
tension berween God's nearness and farness is a recurring theme of
Judaism, leading to passionate appeals by Jews for communication
with God.
* God is seen as continually active in creation, constantly working
in the world to offer individuals the opportunicy o fulfill their
obligations toward Him and toward other people.

HuMANITY AND THE UNIVERSE

The physical world is considered “very good” (Genesis 1:31).
Humans have a unique responsibility to order it according 1o
God's purposes. Some Jews believe all people, animals, and
things contain a “divine spark” that peaple are called ro bring ro
completeness through loving action.

The person of God and His desire for relationship forms an
analogy for humanity’s most pressing need: to live in harmony
with other people.

History displays God's purposeful activiry. Jews often seek signs of
His approval or judgment through histoncal evenrs,

Judaism emphasizes the strong responsibility of humans alon
with human frailty and wickedness. The distinguishing mark of
people is their :Ll:liirii;)r to make ethical choices. Therefore, Jewish
teachings greatly focus upon behavioral and ethical concerns.



TRIBAL RELIGIC

Trlbﬂ! religions include the belieh and practices of people who
lack wrining and/or have a simple, matenial culture. This includes
primicive religions of early cultwres up ro the remore cribal cultures
of today. They can be defined as religions without divine guidance,
trying to make peace with the rerrifving and mysterious powers of
narure,

Though often considered by many as a religious system of the past,
tribal religious belicks continue in popularity among many pcnpl:
worldwide. Several thousand narive communities remain

y roated in the guidince of nature and creared plants or animals
in providing spiritual wisdom. North American and Western
European cultures have experienced a renewed inrerest in tribal
religions as well, seen through the rise in anthropological research,
narure religions, the twenrierth century New Age movement, and the
popularity in contemporary witchcraft thar adheres to many tribal
religious values.

Because tribal religions have developed over various people groups
often with no contact between one anather, great variery exists in
beliefs and practice. However, many similar values can be found
intersecting the majority of these groups

Gobp

* Tribal religions generally believe in a large number of gods or
Fuddm each reigning over a family, clan, village, or certain
ocality such as a nver or mountain. This belief has been called
henotheiom, meaning close sdherence (o a certain god while
recognizing the existence of others.
Many wribal religions believe in one supreme god who is the hrst
source of all existence. Yer that god is usually considered roo distant
to be concerned with the lives of humaniry.
As a resulr, tribal religious belicfs often focus upon several local
& who generally lack mercy and love. Their ways are not always
predicrable, and followers desire to appease their anger or to gain
material favors from them,
® The gods are usually connected in some way with dead ancestors.
They relate to the tribe or community and support the customs
thar have kept the group funcrioning in the past.

HuMANITY AND THE UNIVERSE

Tribal religions believe thar the universe is under the control of the
gods. Droughis, illnesses, and death pose great chreats to the tribe
or lgl'ml[:h Religion provides followers a certain degree of security
and sense of contral from the problems of daily E}:

It is thoughr thar ancestors and the gods associated with them
control human destiny, handing out rewards and punishments

for actions that help or hinder the group. Usually those gods and
ancestors are as mysterious and fearsome as the natural world.
Tribal religious beliefs usually view the world as eyclical. There
i o clear 1o history. Various ages repeat themselves with
o final goal. This view closely arises trom the observation of

the narural cycles of nature. Tribal religious followers also often
believe that it is only through their own ritual actions that the
world order will be maintained.

* Many tribal religions follow customs and rinuals withour knowing
why. Tradition simply tells them chat it has worked in the past.



* Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for T am God, and therd
is no other (Isaiah 45:22).

From one man he made every nation of men, thar they should inhabit the
whole earth; and he determined the rimes set for them and the exact place
where they should live. God did this so thar men would seck him

perhaps reach our for him and find him, Ihuugh he is not far from each on
of us, For in him we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:26-28).
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, cach of us has turned to his own way;
and the Lun.nlll‘us lLaid :12 hil{n :ht;;iquityufus ﬂ.f!:;i:t!. 53:6).

Very rarely will anyone ie for a righteous man, ora man
somenne might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrares !:lg:::'u love fe
ws in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us {Romans 5:7-8).
God was reconciling the world o himself in Christ, not counting men's sin
against them. And ﬁrhnmmrrﬂ:wd to us the message of reconciliation
{2 Corinthians 5:19).

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so thar in him we might
become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21).

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, thar whoes
believes in him shall not perish but Ew: erernal life (John 3:16).

Fot it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from
yourselves. it is the gift of God—nor by , 0 that no one can boas
(Ephesians 2:8-9).

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain (Philippians 1:21).

Wao longer will there be any curse (Revelation E.ZP 1.

-

-

I have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, bur Chirist lives in mi

The life [ live in the body, | live by fith in the Son of God, who loved me

and gave himself for me (Galarians 2:20).

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its
ions and desires (Galatians 5:24),

E:“m death, therefore, whatever belongs w your earthly nature: sexual

immaorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry

(Colossians 3:5).

Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as

though you still belonged 1o it, do you submit to its rules="Do not handle!

Do not taste! Do not touch!™? (Colossians 2:20-21).

Live as frec men, but do nor use your freedom as a cover-up for evill live ag

servanis of God (1 Peter 2:16).

Get rid of all bitrerness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with

every form of malice (Ephesians 4:31).

In the same way, count yoursclves dead o sin but alive to God in Christ

Jesus (Romans 6:11).

| am the Loro: that is my name! | will not give my glory to another or my
ise to idols (Isaiah 42:8).

o shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven
above or an the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow
dewn 1o them or worship them; for I, the Loro your God, am a jealous
God, punishing the u:h.i]Sn:n for the sin of the fathers to the third and
fourth generation of those who hate me (Exodus 20:4-5).

The God whe made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven

and earth and does not live in temples built by hands, And he is not server

by human hands, a5 if he necded anything, because he himselfgives all me

life and breath and everything else (Acts 17:24-25).

God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spinit and in truth

(John 4:24).

* Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true \\'urﬂ:iptﬂ\l’lﬂ
warship the Father in spirit and eruth, for they are the kind of worshipers
the Father seeks (John 4:23).

« Serve the Lorn with fear and trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry am

you be destroyed in your way (Psalm 2:11-12),



WORD oOF GOD

SALVATION AND THE AFTERLIFE

* 1s the law, therefore, opposed ro the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law

had been given that could impart life, then Aighreousness would certainly bave

come ignﬁchw Bust the Scriprure declares that the whole world s a prisoner of

sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, mighe

be given to those who believe (Galanans 3:21-22].

Christ is the end of the lsw so that there may be righteousness for everyone who

believes (Romans 10:4).

Then they asked him, " What must we do 1w do the works God requiress” Jesus

muwr_rzzl"ﬁx work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent”

{John 6:28-29).

Salvation is found in no one clse, for there is no other name under heaven given 1o

men by which we must be saved (Acis 4:12),

It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats 1o take away sins (Hebrews 10:4),

See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and tive phiImI:h:,'.

which ds on human tradinon and the basic principles of this world rather

than on Christ (Colossians 2:8).

For he has set a day when he will | the warld with justice by the man he has

appointed. He has given proof of this wo all men by raising him from the dead

(Acts 17:31),

* Man is destined o die once, and after thax o face judgment (Hebrews 9:27),

» Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and
only Son (John 3:18).

MoraLs

{And for this we labor and strive), that we have pur our hope in the living God,
who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe (1 Timothy 4:10).
» Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above,
where Christ is seared at the naldh-ml:l of God (Colossians 3:1),
Do not offer the parts of your body 1o sin, as instruments of wickedness, but
rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death 1o life:
and offer the pares of your body to him as instruments of righteousness
(Romans 6:13).
* Do not get drunk an wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the
Spint [E;
But the

-

h_""‘-}':;:’”_“: Ty I

Tuit o ric is love, joy, , patience, kin goodness,
faithfulness, E:nr!:nsll;ds and Hfmnmnﬂ such things there is no law
(Galatians 5:22-23),

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after
orphans and widows in their distress and o keep oneself fram being polluted by
the world (James 1:27).

WoRrsHIP

Who may ascend the hill of the Loko? ¥Who may stand in his holy place? He who
hias clezn hands and a pure hearr, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear
by what is false (Psalm 24:3-4).
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence 1o enter the Most Holy Place by
the blood of Jesus . . . let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in I{:li assurance
of faith, having our heares sprinkled 1o cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water (Hebrews 10:19, 22).
* For through him we both have access o the Father by one Spirit (Ephesians 2:18),
* You also, like living stones, are being built into a spintual house to be a haly
pr'LE..s:jmnj. offering spiriual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ
{1 Perer 2:3).
= For it is we who are the circumcision, we who wnnhlLbE;hl‘: Srq:rit of God, who
%:ﬁv]n Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in ¢ {Philippians 3:3).
* Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God 2 aicrifice ujfjp i
fruit of lips that confess his name (Hebrews 13:15).
* Declare hi;&t;ryn amang the nations, his marvelous deeds amang all peoples. For
tis the and mest worthy of praise (1 Chronicles Iﬁ'.Zf—z'ﬁl;.m
* Sing to the Lorn, you sints of his; praise his holy name (Psalm 30:4),



* Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Chirtst Jesus
(Romans 8:1).

* We are confident, | say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home

with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8).

Mulritudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some 1o everlasting life,

others 1o shame and everlasting contempt (Daniel 12:2).

* Do not be amazed at this, fora rime is coming when all who are in their graves
will hear his voice and come our—those whcﬁ-lavc done will rise to live,

and those who have done evil will nse to be condemned (John 5:28-29).

For asin Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own

turn: Chirist, the firstfruies; then, when be comes, those who belong to him. Then

the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he

has destroyed all dominion, authority and power (1 Corinthians 15:22-24),

= Behold, | will creare new heavens m'ga new earth. The former things will noc be

remembered, norwill they come to mind (lsaiah 65:17).

But the cowardly, the unbelieving . . . their place will be in the fiery lake of

burning sulfur. This is the death (Revelation 21:8).

* Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes thar Jesus 1s the Son of

God (1 John 5:5).

How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? (Hebrews 2:3),

Jesus answered, “1 am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the

Father except through me” (John 14:6),

IF1 give all | possess to the poor and surmender my body to the lames, but have
not love, | gain nothing (1 Corinthians 13:3).

Bur if anyone obeys hus word, God's love is rruly made complee in him

(1 John 2:5).

For the grace of God that brings salvarion has appeared 10 all men. It reaches us 10
say"No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright
mciﬁudlrliv:s in this present age (Tius 2:11-12),

And ler us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds
(Hebrews 10:24).

Let us not become weary in doin , for at the proper nime we will reapa
harvest if we do not give up. ﬂmimnwh:vc oppertunity, let us do good
all people. especially to those who belong o the family of believers

(Galatians 6:9-10).

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, wharever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy—think about such things (Philippians 4:8).

-

* To him be in the church and in Chirist Jesus throughout all generations,
for everand ever! (Ephesians 3:21).

= And do not forget to do good and ro share with others, for with such sacrifices
God is pleased (Hebrews 13:16).

s Therefore, | m‘s,:ynu,hrnﬂm, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spirinual ace of worship
(Romans 12:1).

* So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God

{1 Corinthians 10:31).

Shout for joy to the Loan, all the earth. Worship the Lorp with gladness; come

before him with joyful songs. Know thar the Lono is God (Psalm 100:1-3).

* Therefore God exalted him . .. that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every rongue confess that Jesus
Christis Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:9-11).

* v is written: *As surely as | live,” says the Lord, ' will bow before me;
every tongue will confess o God'“(Romans 14:11).

* To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and hanor and glory
and power, for ever and everd (Revelation 5:13).

-



BUDDHISM

SALVATION AND THE AFTERLIFE

Buddhism views ignorance racher than sin as the roadblock o salvarion.
Belief that the world and self truly exists keeps che illusory wheel of
existence rolling. Only destruction of this belicf will end the flawed
course of the world.
Its doctrine is summed up in the Four Noble Truths: 1) Life is basically
suffering: 2) the origin of that suffering lics in craving or grasping; 3) the
end of suffening is possible through the ending of craving; and 4Fth: way
10 end craving and o escape continual rebirth is by following Buddhist
ractice, known as the Noble Eighefold Pach.

riginal Buddhist teaching and the Therevada places emphasis an
the individual monk working through self-control and a series of
meditative pracrices thar progressively leads a person to lose 2 sense of

craving
The}vgln}'mn school began with the insight thar the ideal of the monk
suriving only for their own salvation was selfish and did licde for the
majority nfﬁumanir}r. Mahayanises eventually came o suggest a vast
number of Buddhas and bedhuatra, “heroes of the faith™ who reached
the paint of nirvana but refused to enter it until the rest of humanity
could be brought along with them. In various ways, these heroes can
il':r:iuml assist in salvation to those who petinon them,

Wrona literally means “blowing out,” as with the flame of 2 candle.
The idea is of a transcendent, permanent state of Enlightenment.

MoraLs

Buddhist laity are urged to follow the Five Precepts, which prohibic
killing {induﬂing animals), stealing, sexual immoralicy, wrongful words
(including gossiping), and druﬁ or alcohol. They are also expected 1o
support the communiry of monks.
Monks and nuns follow a path of moderate asceticism, invalving strict
celibacy and the loss of all personal properry. Buddhist religious leaders
are often involved in education and charity, including politics. Other
leaders te themselves within their monasteries, contacting the

ublic only to gain funding.

herevada :ﬂuﬁ:ing indicates chat a Buddhist can help others only by
showing them an example of dedication to meditation and self-denial.
Mahayana reaching emphasizes “compassion,” which involves aiding
peaple in all areas of their lives, even though such help does not lead
directly toward nirvana.

WorsHIP

In most cases what loaks like worship before a statue or image is reall
the paying of respects. The Buddha is revered as an example of a saindy
life and as the originator of the reachings of Buddhism. Buddhists are
l':{lﬁ'u thar they must personally overcome the obstacle of ignorance.
itation in Buddhism can focus on one's breathing (important
because it is halfway berween voluntary and involunrary action), one's
own attitudes (such as mindfulness meditarion, where a person tries
vo be clear ar all nimes as to one’s true motives for every acuon), a neurral
object, or a bodhisarrva. In each case the purpase is to remove one's
craving and sense of self,
In some seces it is believed thar a bodhisaerva can rransfer his merit to
another person and help them achieve nirvana. In those cases the
Buddhist becomes very much like a worshiper pentioning God for grace
and mercy.



HINDUISM

SALVATION AND THE AFTERLIFE

* The ultimare goal of salvation in Hinduism is escape from the endless
cycle of birth, death, and rebirch. Thar can mean an erernal resting place
for the individual personality in the arms of a loving, personal Gni iu:
it usually means the dissalving of all personality into the unimaginable
abyss of Brahman.

* Four yegas, or ways of reaching such salvation, are described: (1) fmana
yoga, the way of knowledge, employs philosophy and the mind to
comprehend the unreal narure ::f:?l: universe; (2) Bhakri yoga, the way
of devotion or love, reaches salvation through the emotional worship of a
divine being; (3) Karmua yoga, the way of action, strives toward salvation by
performing works without n?ar:l for personal gain; and (4) Raja yoga,

the royal road,” makes use of medirarive yoga techniques. Rajir yoga is
usually viewed as the highest way. However, for the majority of peaple
whﬂ&annm become wandering monks, the other ways are considered
valid. |

* Maost Hindus believe that they have many incarnations ahead of them
before they can find final salvation, although some sects believe that a
gracious deiry will carry them along the way more quickly.

MORALS '

* Because of the vast number of reincarnations, Hinduism recognizes
thar the lack of spinimual maturicy among the average person means they
must lead normal lives. However, as a person develops, he or she can
come closer ro the goal of full rejection of the personality. The pursuir
of wealth and love of the opposite sex are considered proper to certain
stages of life, but when ¢ grow old they often leave behind cheir
worldly possessions to pursue ﬁ'lu: lite of a wandering monk.
“Renouncing the fruirs of your labors” is the supreme law of moraliry.
Hindus seek to remain conscious of the illusory nature of this world
and ively deny themselves, at least in thought, all forms of
material, emotional, and even spiritual rewards and property.
For centunies the notions of reincarnation and karms have been used to
ﬁppon the cruelties of the Indian caste system, relegaring the majority
people to poverty and subjection, In the mnti:ﬁﬁ:c:nrury the caste
system was substantially altered, although the idea thart all human
suffering is deserved is soill used by some to justify grear injustice.

WORSHIP

Since God is one bur many, Hindus have a magical and legalistic

notion that one can artain spirirual “poincs” through contact with holy

Ebin:u or people. Among many, an image of a family god is kept in the
ML,

Villages also have a selected local icon. Animals such as cows, monkeys,

and snakes are considered sacred. Certain rivers, especially the Ganges

;Rm. are held as holy. Bathing in them supposedly improves one's

.

* Even among more intellectual Hindus, certain portions of seriptures
are memorized and chanted, sacred stories are acted out in plays and
songs, and gods are prayed o in an ecstatic manner,

* Holy men are hiﬁhly revered. In serving them Hindus hope thar some of
their holiness will be passed along and assist them to salvation.




SALVATION AND THE AFTERLIFE

* The Koran rejects the belief of redemprion. Salvation depends ona

man's actions and attitudes. However, fauba (“repentance”) can quickly

turn an evil man roward the virtue that will save him. [slam does not

hald out the pnmibiliré of salvation through the work of God but

invites man o accept God's guidance.

The final judgment day is described in remarkable rerms. On thar last

day every person will account for what they have done. Eternal existence
ill be determined on the basis of those actions: “Every man's actions

have we hung around his neck, and on the last day shall be laid before

him a wide-open book” (Koram, 17.13).

Miusslims recognize that different individuals have been given different

ahilities and various d of insight into the truth. Each person will

be judged accordingly. Ew:r_v person who lives according to the truth o

the best of his or her abilities will reach heaven. [nfidels who are presented

with the truth of Islam and reject it will receive no mercy.

= The Koran provides vivid descripdons of both heaven an?hdl. le depicts
heaven as containing earthly treasures. Hell, in contrast, describes details
of pain and torture. Muslims disagree as to whether those descriptions
are to be raken literally or not.

MoORALS

* Lslam presents a “straight path” of clearly defined duties and commands.
Islamic morals are a combination of genuine acts of love and legalistic

uhammad is pictured in the Koran as a loving person, helpin

the poor and slow ro rake revenge. Nevertheless, the firm belicf that
Muslims possess the one truth and are to spread that truth through
“struggle” has led ro much violence on behalf of Allah through the ages.
While today Muslims in general try to live lives of peace, there has been
a resurgence of a more violent form of lslamic fundamentalism among
both the Sunni and Shiire branches of Islam,
Although the Koran actually elevared the degraded position of women
in Middle Eastern culture at the time of its writing, women are often

ed more as possible remprations to sin for men than as human
beings with their own respansibiliries.
* While some Muslim communiries continue the tradition of polygamy,
many modern Muslims take the Koran's approval of multiple wives as
applicable only to ancient times.

WORSHIP

= Allah is worshiped, not Muhammad. Due to striet rules against
depictions of human farms in art, there is a strong bias against idolacry
or saint-worshiping in Islam.

* Allah is revered in hymns thar depicr his me:r and mag:sgr, However,
even Allah cannor be ultimately trusted for salvation, because salvation
is the individual's responsibility. As a result, his guidance in the form
of words rather than as a person is emphasized.

* Based on this belief, Muslims revere the Koran as a sacred book. Highly
studied among devour Muslims, it is arguably the most memorized
boaok in the world.

* Acts of worship in Islam arc embodied in the Five Pillars: 1) A Muslim
must recite the basic creed, “There is no God bur Allah, and Muhammad
is His Prophe™; 2) recite prayers of praise to Allah five times daily while
facing Mecca; 3) give money to the poor; 4) fast for one month a year
{daytime only); and 5) make a pilgrimage ar least once ro Mecca, the ciry
where Allah revealed the Koran 1o Muieamm:d.



SALVATION AND THE AFTERLIFE

* One's eternal existence in the afeerdife is determined by actions and
artitudes, Alchough different from the Christian belief of saving grace,
Judaism reaches that God always offers even the most evil person ;_%.:

ibility of repentance (teshua). After such repentance one can atone
or one’s rebellion against God's ways by positive action,

= Traditional Judaism does not highly emphasize the ideas of personal
salvation and heavenly existence. Many Jews eriticize Christianity for
being a “selfish” religion, too concerned with personal eternal rewards.

* Jews continue to antcipate the coming of the Messiah. This Messiah
will hand out erernal judgment and reward to all. This hope is largely
communal. All ]ewisf': people and the entire creation are in view more
than the individual,

= In the end. the moral lives of people on earth are considered the most
proper concerns of humaniry, Final judgments are left for God.

MORALS

» Torah ("o point the way, give direction”), often translared “law,” refers
in Judaism to 2 complete partern of behavior, applicable 1o all as
of communal and individual life. It is to be found in the Old Testament
aswell as in a wide variety of oral rraditions, rituals, ceremonies, stories,
and commentaries on Scriprure.

* Jews have often tried to develop rules of behavior to cover each situation
encountered in their various cultures. Thus a gigantic literature
covering codes of conduct has arisen. From time o time movements
have em that have tried to cut through those rules and ger back to
the original meaning of Tarah, though legalism has been a perennial
emphasis of Judaism.

* Most Jewish morality is related primarily to the good of the
community. The Jewish prophets were early strong proponents of social
justice in :;;: ancient world. Concern for economic justice continues
to remain an integral part of Judaism.

* Physical possessions are not considered bad in themselves. Even the
prophets did not denounce wealth itself but wanted a greater equality
among members of the communicy.

* Marriage and children are held in high regard in Judaism. Singleness is
g‘.:nl:[::ﬁr viewed negatively even for rr.LiEmu.i leaders {though exceptions
exist ammgjewishgmphm}. and much time is spent ing children
the precepis of the hith. Education continues to be a strong value
within most Jewish communiries,

WoRSHIP

* Ritual and ceremony remain important within Judaism. Life is sacred
and to be shared with God. Jewish wrirtings say that to eat or drink
withour praying is like robbing God of His property.

» The Jewish calendar includes a full range of daily, weekly, and yearly
celebrarions, based both an the Torah and additional Jewish writings.

» A major part of scheduled celebrations is the remembrance of spiritual
history. Both biblical and extrabiblical stories relating God's deliverance
of Lsrael are retold countless times.

* Devout Jews observe a regular weekly Sabbath day of rest in reverence
to God's law to rest on the seventh day as described in the Torah.



TRIBAL RELIGIONS

SALVATION AND THE AFTERLIFE

= Trihal religions often teach th:::: dn:m':;l: will surn}:du:.- come and brin
areign of and prosperity for the mbe. Hopes for salvation generally
rr.!“:lf:“m rﬁlmup :E'ld 'I:E:Ihi: world. e g
* There is licele focus upon understanding the next life. Beliefs vary and
can include the expectation of merging with one’s ancestors in another
world upon death, reincamarion, or some form of nirvana where a person
becomes one with nature,
= Salvation is never fully achieved. Various forms of atonement may
be practiced, including the blood sacrifice of animals, temporary
escapes through “dream time,” or even the casting of spells, Through
reenactments of mythological events, followers can mystically
participate in the actions of gods and ancestral heroes. In this way they
inject 4 sense of meaning into a chaonic world.
end result of a rribal religious follower's view of salvation means a
1 may flee from pain and suffering for a shore time, but can never
Ellr:aupc from this world's purposeless existence.

MORALS

* Survival of the group is of paramount importance. Ways must be found
to make group members adhere strictly to codes of conduct. Tribal
religions have developed communal ways of coping with the world,
embodied in religious traditions they create to promote stability and
continuity within the group.

* In many basic moral areas standards are similar among cribal
religious followers. Often those rules apply only within the group. For
some groups, the general idea of :I::in;w at you would like unless it
hurts someone else forms the foundanonal basis of moral beliefs and
Actioms,

* Generally a sense of conscience is aroused only when some disaster
OCCUTS, rﬂ:_rnp]e, if it is fele char an illness is che result of 2 wicked
deed, then the person will repent 1o the god or gods. Therefore, eribal
muorality is h.ﬁd? a matter of ransactions, acting in ways that will
beneht the self and the community. “Sins” are usually a marter of

averstepping concrete rules, even when the reasons for those rules are not
unde

WORSHIP

Woarship has the purpose of binding members of the communiry

her, providing a sense of common purpose. When people from
different tribes with different gods meer, chey usually speak in terms
of the “high® god or a common god.
Totemism, the use of certain animals, plants, and even human
artifacts such as skulls to contact the spiritual realm, is idolatry in a strico
sense—nbelieving that an image or animal acrually i a god—is rare. Most
often such wurilf is symbalic.
* Fasting, sell-morrification, and drugs are sometimes used to atrain
states of trancelike “oneness.” The purpose is sometimes to obtain
communication from the world uf;ﬁintj. Ar other times, the goal is

0 x-ruan' icipate in the life of the god, 1o “be” the god for a shon
ElT:l o :iﬁ: : a5

group usually has at least one holy man or woman who regularly
miakes jou 1o the land of the gods or spirits for the good ufiEu:
community. These leaders may take the form of a medicine man, wirch
doctor, or tribal spokesperson.

* Power, rather than justice, love, or mercy. most often characterizes the

object of worship.

Publishers’
From the Word to Life

$2.50 U5




